PRODUCT

: Start-to-Finish
Core Content

By Terence W. Cavanaugh

tart-to-Finish books are an

excellent example of how text

can be adapted to better serve
students who may be reluctant or re-
medial readers, those who may have a
print disability, and students who may
be English language learners (ELL).
The Start-to-Finish Core series has
added another facet by providing high
interest books in science and history.
The Core Content books are written to
two reading ranges: Gold Core Con-
tent for grade 2-3 readability and Blue
Core Content for grade 4-5 readabil-
ity. Although the structure of the text
is designed for those readability levels,
the content itself could be appropri-
ate for science and history courses
through high school, depending on
the ability or needs of the learner.

The system has three different fac-
ets that can be used independently or
together. There is a paperback book,
CD audio book, and a computer book
version of the text, with a single book
title set available at $79. The text itself
is written to be grade-level appropriate
in structure with appropriate visual
styles, including color images and
color-coded text to provide clues about
the words. The texts are designed to
provide reading supports to assist in
comprehension, including supported
reading guides, pre-reading questions,
and summaries. The computer book
version adds an additional level of
interaction with its outlining, note tak-
ing, and concept mapping abilities.
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The audio book provides each chap-
ter as a separate track, which is read
by a professional reader reciting the
complete text. The audio book version
can be used by itself or as a tool for
listening as the student reads along,
supporting multi-channel input for
learning. It would be nice if in the fu-
ture Don Johnston would also include
MP3 versions of the chapters for use
with the MP3 players that are starting
to be used in classrooms.

The computer book version requires
that the Core Content program be
installed, but when the program runs,
each book is run from its CD. The
Core Content program will save stu-
dent-created works and can be used by
a teacher to track what a student has
done. Teachers can also use the Teach-
er Central portion of the program to
preset some options for the individual
readers in a class. When running the

book text and a

KWL-supported

reading guide as
an outline.

book on the com-
puter, the program :
allows users to :
adjust the display
size (75-150%),

and provides synchronized sentence-
by-sentence highlighting of text with
audio narration, which is available
both as computerized text-to-speech
and professional human narration.

In addition to the two forms of audio
narration, the computer book provides
a number of videos that can be ac-
cessed by clicking on book images that
have sprocket edges. Perhaps the most
impressive features of the computer
book are its interactive features. The
computer book interface allows read-
ers to use multicolored highlighters
within the text for activities similar to
power highlighting. These highlights
are also used with the sidebar for note
taking and outlining. The system also

Copyright © 2007, ISTE (International Society for Technology in Education), 1.800.336.5191 (US. & Canada) or 1.541.302.3777 (Intl), iste@iste.org, www.iste.org. All rights reserved.

Reprinted with permission.

February 2007 |

Learning & Leading with Technology 41



| PRODUCTS & SERVICES

Aoci
P 1811, nome *I "Geimrnats et | B - matworiten 7|
i Nl ok [ ostmeteories |
iy sbove the found somathisg | i pénces of l
eourry of Egypl. [ice mrock bom | - |
e oo thay space What was |
coma from?® | Lin |
[ T m———
“Bchenteby fbmad | “Thay feund | “iVieh tha |
e rocks after the s inside e micrcacope, B |
s 4 Maklla, Mukhia l-:itrnhw:
iy Py fol~ | ruptwonies. and try cbpects that
e I S e Ioshid Lo armel
ks it o
mfnur,::: m:-mdqh: tha same s the - The
ks raRcTEE tha surfecs of il wciantints said that
WHTE much | Mars? The crash m"-'“‘-_'w fiy |
othir meteoen” | blawted rocka ol | .
the srtace ol | “Amacrobe “Thiy saed that
Mars and ot ks | tow bormofbe” || overtbma the
space” microbas had
dind gnd hed
bacoms foasde” |
] CE =]

Concept map made from using the power highlighting and mapping tools of a chapter
from a Core Content computer book.

provides three different versions

of preset KWL-supported reading
guides that can be used with the
outlining tool. Also impressive is the
ability of the program to take the out-
line and display it as a manipulatable
concept map.

The supports and options provided
by the different versions of each book,
including audio book and computer
versions in the Core Content series,
allow students to read materials that
are at their instructional level, at the
same time keeping them from be-

Get a FREE universally-designed lesson featuring a Start-to-Finish narrative chapter book written by literacy experts Jerry Stemach and Carol Seibert.

coming frustrated due to a reading
problem or print disability. These sup-
ports make the Start-to-Finish Core
Content books for science and history
an excellent resource for any teacher
involved with those subjects.

Start-to-Finish Core Content
Don Johnston
1.800.999.4660
http://www.donjohnston.com

Price: $79 for an individual set of a paper-
back, CD, and computer book. Individual
paperback ($8.48-$12.45) and audio books
($14.49-$18.95).

Requirements: Computer Book: Mac (OS
10.2 or higher); Win (2000 or XP).

Dr. Terence W. Cavanaugh is
an instructor of instructional
technology in the College

of Education and Human
Services at the University of
North Florida. His areas of

= interest include instructional
technology, electronic books, assistive technology,
ESOL education, and teacher education. He has
been an educator for 25 years at the college and
secondary levels.

Lesson includes a PDF e-book chapter and MP3 audio book download. Go to: www.donjohnston.com [search word: free lesson].
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